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U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, Commerce § 4.3 

§ 4.1 Complaints regarding invention 
promoters. 

These regulations govern the Patent 
and Trademark Office’s (Office) respon-
sibilities under the Inventors’ Rights 
Act of 1999, which can be found in the 
U.S. Code at 35 U.S.C. 297. The Act re-
quires the Office to provide a forum for 
the publication of complaints con-
cerning invention promoters. The Of-
fice will not conduct any independent 
investigation of the invention pro-
moter. Although the Act provides addi-
tional civil remedies for persons in-
jured by invention promoters, those 
remedies must be pursued by the in-
jured party without the involvement of 
the Office. 

§ 4.2 Definitions. 
(a) Invention Promoter means any per-

son, firm, partnership, corporation, or 
other entity who offers to perform or 
performs invention promotion services 
for, or on behalf of, a customer, and 
who holds itself out through adver-
tising in any mass media as providing 
such services, but does not include— 

(1) Any department or agency of the 
Federal Government or of a State or 
local government; 

(2) Any nonprofit, charitable, sci-
entific, or educational organization 
qualified under applicable State law or 
described under section 170(b)(1)(A) of 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986; 

(3) Any person or entity involved in 
the evaluation to determine commer-
cial potential of, or offering to license 
or sell, a utility patent or a previously 
filed nonprovisional utility patent ap-
plication; 

(4) Any party participating in a 
transaction involving the sale of the 
stock or assets of a business; or 

(5) Any party who directly engages in 
the business of retail sales of products 
or the distribution of products. 

(b) Customer means any individual 
who enters into a contract with an in-
vention promoter for invention pro-
motion services. 

(c) Contract for Invention Promotion 
Services means a contract by which an 
invention promoter undertakes inven-
tion promotion services for a customer. 

(d) Invention Promotion Services means 
the procurement or attempted procure-
ment for a customer of a firm, corpora-

tion, or other entity to develop and 
market products or services that in-
clude the invention of the customer. 

§ 4.3 Submitting complaints. 

(a) A person may submit a complaint 
concerning an invention promoter with 
the Office. A person submitting a com-
plaint should understand that the com-
plaint may be forwarded to the inven-
tion promoter and may become pub-
licly available. The Office will not ac-
cept any complaint that requests that 
it be kept confidential. 

(b) A complaint must be clearly 
marked, or otherwise identified, as a 
complaint under these rules. The com-
plaint must include: 

(1) The name and address of the com-
plainant; 

(2) The name and address of the in-
vention promoter; 

(3) The name of the customer; 
(4) The invention promotion services 

offered or performed by the invention 
promoter; 

(5) The name of the mass media in 
which the invention promoter adver-
tised providing such services; 

(6) An explanation of the relationship 
between the customer and the inven-
tion promoter; and 

(7) A signature of the complainant. 
(c) The complaint should fairly sum-

marize the action of the invention pro-
moter about which the person com-
plains. Additionally, the complaint 
should include names and addresses of 
persons believed to be associated with 
the invention promoter. Complaints, 
and any replies, must be addressed to: 
Mail Stop 24, Commissioner for Pat-
ents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, Vir-
ginia 22313–1450. 

(d) Complaints that do not provide 
the information requested in para-
graphs (b) and (c) of this section will be 
returned. If complainant’s address is 
not provided, the complaint will be de-
stroyed. 

(e) No originals of documents should 
be included with the complaint. 

(f) A complaint can be withdrawn by 
the complainant or the named cus-
tomer at any time prior to its publica-
tion. 

[65 FR 3129, Jan. 20, 2000, as amended at 68 
FR 14338, Mar. 25, 2003] 
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